Several years ago the NUUC congregation began a multi-year journey to grow our membership, our programming, and our church home. Even despite the current national economic climate, our congregation has been able to maintain our financial support at the new, more generous level that we achieved at the beginning of this journey. While some of our members have experienced serious financial stress, others in the congregation have found it possible to augment their pledges, maintaining our communal commitment to NUUC and to our growth goals.  We are still amazed at the generosity this congregation showed during last year’s stewardship drive, where many people stepped up to offer supplemental pledges in addition to their original ones.
With growth come financial changes. Three years ago we were able to retire the debt on our education center, Nielson House.  Last year, our plot of land adjacent to Fellowship Hall was awarded tax-exempt status. Although these events contribute to our balanced budget, the church leadership has needed to extend budgetary efficiency and responsibility to all levels. Reverend Ritchie has been filling the Director of Religious Education position, despite an overall reduction in ministerial compensation. We have cut advertising expenses and budgeted utility bills. Our members have offered their time and talent as well as their treasure, with volunteers handling landscaping, rubbish removal and building maintenance tasks we would otherwise be required to purchase.

We have not cut programming offerings, however. Rather, we continue to seek opportunities to expand them, to serve more people in more ways than previously. It is our goal to broaden the range of services offered to the congregation and expand these services to other days of the week. We have also chosen to maintain our administrative help, to assist our minister, various directors and Board of Trustees in their many functions within the church.  We also found a way to welcome this year Intern Minister Rachel Baker.  
It is at this time that we ask your financial help in continuing our journey. Our church is funded solely by the members of its congregation – by you. We have founded a tradition of responding to our stewardship budget campaigns with generosity. We have proven repeatedly that we are willing to give more of ourselves, in order that NUUC remains a place where our members can live our collective Unitarian Universalist values.

As we continue on our journey to become a home, a beacon, a community of spiritual refuge for many people in Central Ohio, we again look to you to support our congregational vision. Our collective goals are within reach. Please help us to achieve our dreams.
The Fair Share Concept 

Your contributions to the annual budget of NUUC fund the salaries, facilities and all the events and programs that occur every year. The Fair Share Concept guides members to gauge the importance of NUUC in their family’s lives by suggesting levels of contribution.   As you consider your financial pledge for next year, please think about what this congregation means to you and your family. The fair share giving guide is a tool for you using your desired level of support and income to determine a recommended amount. Unlike other religious communities you will not be pressured to give at a specific level.
